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Peter Explains on Pentecost

+

A The First Church History: The Acts of the Apostles
I Acts 2.14-427 Pet er 0s Apol ogy at Pel

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, "Men
of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to
my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third
hour of the day; but this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

OAnd in the | ast days it shal/l be, God
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams;
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yea, and on my menservants and my maidservants in those days

| will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

And | will show wonders in the heaven above

and signs on the earth beneath,

blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;

the sun shall be turned into darkness

and the moon into blood,

before the day of the Lord comes,

the great and manifest day.

And 1t shall be that whoever calls on t he

"Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs which God did through him in your midst,
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as you yourselves knowd this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. But God
raised him up, having loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him
to be held by it. For David says concerning him,

60l saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken;

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced,;

moreover my flesh will dwell in hope.

For thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades,

nor let thy Holy One see corruption.

Thou hast made known to me the ways of life;

thou wilt make me full of gladness with thy presence.'
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Peter Explains on Pentecost

"Brethren, | may say to you confidently of the patriarch David that he both died and
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his
descendants upon his throne, he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,
that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand
of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has

poured out this which you see and hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens;
but he himself says,

0The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my rigfl
till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet.'
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Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest
of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" And Peter said to them, "Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to
your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls to
him." And he testified with many other words and exhorted them, saying, "Save
yourselves from this crooked generation." So those who received his word were
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. And they
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.



Stephen Explains

i Acts7.2-600 St ephends Apol ogy at F

"Brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father

Abraham, when he was in Me s o p o t befdreliedived in Haran, and said to

him, oDepart from your | and and from yo
will show you.' Then he departed from the land of the Ch a | d ea@ddivedin

Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in

which you are now living; yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's

length, but promised to give it to him in possession and to his posterity after

him, though he had no child. And God spoke to this effect, that his posterity

would be aliens in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and ill -
treat them four hundred years. O0But | w
said God, o6and after that they shall cCo
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And he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the
father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the
father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

"And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with
him, and rescued him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him governor over Egypt and over all
his household. Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and
great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. But when Jacob heard that
there was grain in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers the first time. And at the
second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family
became known to Pharaoh. And Joseph sent and called to him Jacob his father
and all his kindred, seventy-five souls; and Jacob went down into Egypt. And
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he died, himself and our fathers, and they were carried back to Shechem and laid
In the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in
Shechem.

"But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the
people grew and multiplied in Egypt till there arose over Egypt another king who
had not known Joseph. He dealt craftily with our race and forced our fathers to
expose their infants, that they might not be kept alive. At this time Moses was
born, and was beautiful before God. And he was brought up for three months in his
father's house; and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and
brought him up as her own son. And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.
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"When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the sons
of Israel. And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man
and avenged him by striking the Egyptian. He supposed that his brethren
understood that God was giving them deliverance by his hand, but they did not
understand. And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling

and would have reconciled them, saying,
wrong each other?' But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside,
saying, OWho made you a ruler and a judg:

killed the Egyptian yesterday?' At this retort Moses fled, and became an exile in the
land of Mi d Zwhere he became the father of two sons.
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"Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of

Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. When Moses saw it he wondered at the
sight; and as he drew near to | ook, the
your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob." And Moses trembled

and did not dare to |l ook. And the Lord s:
feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. | have surely seen the il -
treatment of my people that are in Egypt and heard their groaning, and | have

come down to deliver them. And now come,

"This Moses whom they refused, saying, 0
sent as both ruler and deliverer by the hand of the angel that appeared to him in
the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders and signs in Egypt and at
the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said to
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the I sraelites, 0God wil/l raise up for vy
me up.' This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel

who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers; and he received living

oracles to give to us. Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in
their hearts they turned to Egypt, sayi n
us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what

has become of him." And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to

the idol and rejoiced in the works of their hands. But God turned and gave them

over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:

0Did you offer to me sl|lain beasts and sa
forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
And you took up the tent of Moloch,
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and the star of the god Rephan
the figures which you made to worship;
and | will remove you beyond Babyl on. 0

"Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, even as he who spoke to
Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. Our
fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations which
God thrust out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, who found
favor in the sight of God and asked leave to find a habitation for the God of Jacob.
But it was Solomon who built a house for him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in
houses made with hands; as the prophet says,
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OHeaven i s my throne,

and earth my footstool.

What house will you build for me, says the Lord,

or what is the place of my rest?

Did not my hand make all these things?30

"You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your
fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of
the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received
the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."



Gentiles Added

I Acts 10.1-48 & The Conversion of Cornelius

At C a e s atherevas a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as
the Italian Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms
liberally to the people, and prayed constantly to God. About the ninth hour of the
day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him,
"Cornelius." And he stared at him in terror, and said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said
to him "Yoniir nravers and vniir aAlme have aceended ac A memarial hefare Gnd And
now send men to Joppa, and bring one Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging
with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside." When the angel who spoke
to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from
among those that waited on him, and having related everything to them, he sent
them to Joppa.



