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Righteous Philaret the Merciful, son of George and
Anna, was raised in piety and the fear of God. He lived
during the eighth century in the village of Amnia, in the
Paphlagonian area of Asia Minor. He married Theoseba,
and they had three children: a son John, and daughters
Hypatia and Evanthia.

Philaret was a rich and illustrious dignitary, but he did
not hoard his wealth. Knowing that many people
suffered from poverty, he remembered the words of
the Savior about the dread Last Judgment and about
“these least ones” (Mt. 25:40), the Apostle Paul’s
reminder that we will take nothing with us from this
world (1 Tim 6:7), and the assertion of King David that
the righteous would not be forsaken. (Ps 36/37.25).

Philaret, whose name means “lover of virtue,” was
famed for his love for the poor.




LITURGY VARIATIONS

3RD ANTIPHON (TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION, TONE 6)

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for
Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone
above Thy revered tomb. And the soldiers
who were to keep guard became as dead
men. Thou ledest Hades captive and wast
not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the
Virgin and didst give life to the world, O
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Schedule of Regular Weekly Services

Sundays: Matins, 9:15 AM Confession:
Divine Liturgy, 10:30 AM
Saturdays: Great Vespers, 6:00 PM

See Calendar for Feast Days and Other Weekday Services Scheduled

Order for Holy Communion

Members of the Orthodox Church age seven and above
must prepare for Holy Communion with a recent
confession, prayer, fasting from all food and drink from
midnight (unless a medical condition preclude it), being
in church before the Epistle and Gospel readings, and
being at peace with everyone.
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TEACHERS THEN CHILDREN going to church school
should come down the center aisle first. (Small children
may need to be assisted by their parents.)

ALL OTHERS should wait until an usher dismisses your
row from the center aisle. Then return to your place by
a side aisle for the prayers of thanksgiving and the final
blessing and dismissal. Please let choir members pass
when they come down for Communion.

After Saturday Vespers

During Sunday Matins

Or by Appointment

Please turn cell phones off!

A Warm Welcome to Our Guests
We are glad you are worshipping with us. Please
note that participation in Holy Communion is
limited to members of the Orthodox Church in
good standing, who have prepared with prayer,
fasting and a recent confession.
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For all others: though we cannot share
Communion with you—since it is an expression
of membership and full unity in faith—you are
welcome to come forward after the dismissal,
receive a blessing and partake of the blessed
bread (from the large bowls). Please also sign
our guest book and introduce yourself to

Fr. Nabil or Fr. Andrew during coffee hour. You
may inquire with them how you can become a
member.




Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord,

glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKIA AFTER THE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 6)
When Mary stood at Thy grave.... ;JJJ\ 35 Jo 15,3 W i3l 51

Troparion of St. Raphael (Tone 3)
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and for all who honor Thee.

Troparion of St. Nicholas (Tone 4)
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Kontakion in Preparation for the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Tone 3)
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS

Prokeimenon
(Psalm 27.9, 1 LXX; Tone 6)
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0 Lord, save your people and bless your
inheritance.

Verse: To You, O Lord, have I cried, O my God.
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Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Ephesians (2.4-10; 23rd Sunday)

BRETHREN, God Who is rich in mercy, out of
the great love with which He loved us, even
when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), and raised us up with
Him, and made us sit with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the
coming ages He might show the immeasura-
ble riches of His grace in kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and this is not your own
doing, it is the gift of God—not because of
works, lest any man should boast. For, we
are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
(18.35-43; 14t Sunday of Luke)

AT THAT TIME, when Jesus drew near to
Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the
roadside begging; and hearing a multitude
going by, he inquired what this meant. They
told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”
And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” And those who were in front
rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he
cried out all the more, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and com-
manded him to be brought to Him; and
when he came near, He asked him, “What do
you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord,
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let me receive my sight.” And Jesus said to
him, “Receive your sight; your faith has
made you well.” And immediately he re-
ceived his sight and followed Jesus, glori-
fying God; and all the people, when they saw
it, gave praise to God.

HOLY OBLATIONS AND PRAYER REQUESTS

Offered by For the Health of

In Memory of

Daed Sarkes Chahin, her
children, Kathy, Fady and
Chadi, and their families

Bachir Chahin (husband/father, 1-year
memorial)

The Fasheh family

Dr. Samir Fasheh (brother, 1-year memorial),
parents lbrahim and Victoria Fasheh, brother
Nabil and his wife Lisa Fasheh

Mirna Aboud Khashoun, Wafa
Aboud Hodeib and Suliman
Aboud and their families

Sister Amal Aboud Barbar
Askar and brother Samir
Aboud and their families

Asad Aboud (father, 40-day memorial) and
mother Habsah Hadib

Yesmean, Loretta and Charles
Rihbany, and Annette Aranda

Elvira Rihbany (mother, 2-year memorial),

The Rihbany family

Sylvia Krikes (10 months), Ernie Krikes (6
months) and Rosie Rihbany Cadman (5 months)

Steven Waian (to undergo
surgery this week)

Eissa, Amy, Andrew, Melodie
and Natalie Shousha

Mounir Salama (Eissa’s uncle, passed away in
Egypt) and Leila Shousha (Eissa’s mother, 7
years departed)

Salwa Ayoub Joe and Nadia Ayoub, Mary

and Olivia Mitchell

Ann, Mike, Andrew, Hannah

Emil Ayoub (husband) and Gretta Casalnuovo
(daughter)

Samira EI-Shammas
(George’s mother)

George, Nayla, Petra, Kamil
and Gebran El-Shammas

George, Mariam, Mark, Antonio
and Hend Bshara

Ehab, Rania, Sami, Selena and
Anthony Dahabreh

Hani Tadros (Rania’s father) and Nawal
Hawatmeh Dahabreh (Ehab’s mother)

To offer Holy Oblations and Memorials please use the form at

https://stnicholasla.com/makeaprayerrequest or call the Cathedral office by Wednesday.



https://stnicholasla.com/makeaprayerrequest

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY

Following the dismissal and announcements, come forward for a blessing, then exit via the
south (chapel) door, and join us in the Heritage Ballroom for refreshments. Coffee hour is
hosted today by:

o The Fasheh family and the Chahin family

Upcoming Coffee Hour Schedule Coffen

Dec.8  St. Nicholas Day Banquet Jan.5  OPEN =§;;\&/)
Dec. 15 Church School Parents Jan.12 Edward Awad

Dec. 22 Nima, Qafaiti and Shousha families Jan.19 Debutante Coffee Hour

Dec. 29 Nadia Nassif Jan 26  Hamburger Bar by Ladies Society

Please consider sponsoring a Coffee Hour after Liturgy. The time of fellowship after the
Divine Liturgy is integral to the life of our community. It provides an opportunity for visitors to
be welcomed and for the rest of us to enjoy visiting with our church family members. Contact
Joujou George at (562) 522-1322 or ginageorge@verizon.net to reserve a Sunday.

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS

We started the NATIVITY FAST on November 15, which runs for
forty days, until Christmas. During this time, we abstain from
meat and dairy products. Then the last few days of the fast—

Dec. 20-24—become stricter, when fish is also excluded. “Where there is no
prayer and fasting,
there are the demons.”

Note that fasting is spiritual exercise. As with any kind of
exercise, we have to temper it or increase it from the norm
according to our age, health and ability. Individual direction on
fasting can be discussed during confession during this Advent season.

~ St. Theophan'the Recluse

Whenever we fast, we increase our prayer discipline, and we always remember the poor. As
we reduce the quality of and quantity of what we eat—eating like the poor—we must
simultaneously show mercy on them in almsgiving.

Putting up the Christmas Tree

The Altar Society invites anyone who's available to help them in putting up the Christmas
tree in the Cathedral, in preparation for the feast of St. Nicholas: Monday, Dec. 2, 10:30 am.


mailto:ginageorge@verizon.net

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD &

First, this is our greeting to each other as part of
our Christmas Celebration and to convey to others
that they are close to our hearts and in our thoughts and

prayers. When you contribute to the Christmas card, your name will appear
on it, and it is sent to all our Cathedral mailing list.
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Second, through your generosity, it will generate funds for our Charity

Ministry through the coming year. For example, we will be distributing Food, Gifts, Toys,
etc. in a special program to the needy in our neighborhood, on Saturday, December 21. Your
generosity in the Christmas Card will provide a meal and Christmas cheer.

Christmas card forms are available at the candle stand in the narthex. Please complete
the form, include your donation, and drop it in the offering box no later than December 8.
You can also participate in the Christmas card online at www.stnicholasla.org/contributions
or just call the Cathedral office. There is no set amount, but please be generous.

Christmas Eve Schedule:
Tuesday, December 24

With the angels, the shepherds, the wise men and all the saints,
then, let us come to adore Him Christmas Eve.

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

8:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m.

Royal Hours of Christmas

Divine Liturgy (Paramon of Christmas)

While we encourage all to come to both the morning
and night services (which are not the same), this may
be an excellent opportunity for young children and
entire families to celebrate the birth of Christ together,
especially if attendance at the late service be

difficult.

Christmas Matins

CHRISTMAS DIVINE LITURGY

This is the traditional Christmas ‘midnight’ Liturgy, but we’re starting as early as
possible, given that it is winter, and will be dark for a while already.

A reception will follow to break the Fast.



https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=65563ede-5d42-11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11&locationId=8fa41128-4a44-4b1c-8cdd-0d088e8f66ee&fundId=97f17846-fda7-4e27-a5ae-a7a55fda6db5&frequency=one-time

CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF

ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL
Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

DECEMBER 7—8, 2024

His Grace Bishop Anthony,
Presiding at the Feast for the First Time

Fr. John and Kh. Christina Reimann,
Special Guest Speakers

Saturday, December 7
6:00 pm  Great Vespers with Artoklasia

Sunday, December 8

9:15am Matins

10:30 am Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
St. Nicholas Day Banquet (fo/lows
immediately in the Heritage Ballroom)
Visit by St. Nicholas

Also honoring a long-time, faithful member
St. Nicholas Banquet of the Cathedral (to be named at the banquet)
Adults $30.00 ¢ 12 and under $15.00

Make reservations during coffee hour and online via the QR
Code. Contact Georgette Malouf at 818-391-6217 for questions.

. An anonymous donor will pay for all youth registered in the St.

Nicholas Church School, but they still need to make a reservation.



https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/9463953

Aaey Jlaiagl

selafi pugadll dailyasila
L9 4al1S  quglasii juyl

yiigiil 2Guwdll Gs Lusuall 1o bea
dro Joll ssall ulyy

Jlotly Lisins gy day9d 9 g9 Bl
Fgall gpianioll

Jalll gasil&a 7 Sigall

Luswull g5 51 2o dolaall 19 yill i ©6:00
Jolll gosila 8 csalll

sl cilla p9:15

galfl gulsdll »10:30

Julalsi guasdll sgel 132 daale
(Silyill de L 09 5541 ple psicy)
JullgGsi gugadll o d)ly)

Jemaliol] dilysil&ll s liac ] aal ksl o yizay
JulgSaai guaadll sael iz dyale (igsloll g diisouasi oicsasr)
30$ ,Lu&all » 15$ Jily diw 12 JLahall
lacianl 30, poa il i ol guladll say daldll g8 all 23
iliaell] 6217-391-818 gle .95lag s ypns Jluailll o iy aadl

o galaauoll alsiiall 2soa] <1321l jodi 2944 Jamao & ystio J1Sism
MLgansg ja]Ls ool aall dgilyasilall dasyso



https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/9463953

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED THE
COMING THREE SATURDAYS

Thanks be to God! What a joy it is to do His
work and to behold the smiles He allows us to
bring to the faces of children and their
families!

Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United ro Serve

Saturday, Dec. 7 & 14: 9 am

These are our two, regular FOCUS
distribution days for the month, in
association with the LA Food Bank.

Saturday, Dec. 21: 7:30 am

We will be hosting a Neighborhood Family Prayer and Breakfast with St. Nicholas.
We will invite families into the Cathedral for a prayer and message before serving them
breakfast in the hall. St. Nicholas will provide toys to the kids, all while our own assistant
pastors, Frs. Paul and Andrew, provide an ambiance of Christmas music.

The event will start at 8:30 am, but we need our volunteers at 7:30.

Clothing Needed

As the weather turns colder, we have seen a need for clothing in our community. Please
bring new or gently-used and clean clothing you would like to donate to the foyer of
the Cathedral hall, and place them in the large marked box. We need sizes, from infant
to adult, for both males and females.

CAPPELLA ROMANA IN CONCERT: G
g 2L 2V

“THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS BREEEES
IN THE EAST”

Music director Alexander Lingas leads Cappella Romana in a joyful program of early and contemporary
music from the Orthodox tradition sung during the Twelve Days of Christmas. Medieval Byzantine chant,
choral works by American Orthodox composers Frank Desby, Tikey Zes, and Peter Michaelides, and by
Michael Adamis and Sir John Tavener. Originally performed in the Twelfth Night Festival
at Trinity Church Wall Street, New York. Bring your family and friends!

IRVINE, CA
Friday, December 6, 7:30pm
St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, 4949 Alton Parkway, Irvine



https://cappellaromana.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/instances/a0FVy000000SPujMAG

St. Barbara
Feast Day Celebration

Please come join
the board of St. Barbara Lebanon Relief Fund
and His grace Bishop ANTHONY
as we celebrate Great Vespers with Artoklasia
/&V';M jarthe feast of St. Barbara
Tuesday, December 3rd , 6:30 pm )
St. Mark Antiochian Orthodox Church Irvine

Dinner, Barbara’wheat, and festivities to follow

In honor of the life of St. Barbara, Children are
encouraged to wear church appropriate
masks/disguises

to RSVP
for dinner

All donations will
assist those in need in Lebanon




ADVENT RETREAT

There is still time to send
your RSVP for the Advent
Retreat with his Grace
Bishop John. It will be on
Saturday, December 14, at
St. Michael Antiochian
Orthodox Church in
Whittier. The theme of His
Grace’s three talks will be
“Icon Restoration: The
Purpose of Advent.”

Hosted by the parish’s
Society of St. Benedict, this
retreat is designed to aid

ADVENT RETREA T

> M
¥
SAT, DEC 14 8:30AM-3PM
3333 Workman Mill Road, Whittier StMichaelW hitttier.org
An Advent Retreat by Bishop John.
Presented by the Society of St. Benedict of St. Michael Orthodox Church

A Western Rite parish in the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of N. America
Lunch provided. Donations accepted. RSVP requested.

your Nativity Fast with prayer and meditation. Sayidna’s meditations will begin with the
Divine Liturgy and will be surrounded by the Prayer Hours, silence for reflection, private
prayer, and opportunities for confession.

The retreat begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes by 3 p.m. Advent
(Nativity) Fast friendly meals will be provided; however, childcare is not

offered.

St. Michael Church is located at 3333 Workman Mill Road, Whittier CA

90601.

Please RSVP by clicking on this link, scanning the QR code, or _
telephoning the parish office (562.692.6121). SCAN ME



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48AAAB2BAAFBC61-53290107-2024

(NICHOLAS L4y,
S

CHRISTMAS

B - GATHERING

SATURDAY 12/14 FOLLOWING
VESPERS AT 6PM

2300 W. 3RD STREET, LOS ANGELES, 90057

BRING A $10-15 WHITE
ELEPHANT GIFT AND WEAR
AFESTIVE SWEATER!

FOOD AND DESSERT
WILL BE PROVIDED
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https://gmail.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d0e7b9ee0ea8ccb5f0ce962df&id=9818829fa4&e=60b0c13b66

DIOCESEOREQS ANGELES & THE

WEST PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE
JUNE 25 - 29, 2025

HOSTED BY:
ST. NICHOLAS ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH, SAN FRANCISCO

WWW.LAPLC.ORG

. JOIN US AT HYATT
SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS: REGENCY SAN ERANCISCO

THURSDAY JUNE 26 AIRPORT FOR THE 2025 PLC!

Morning and Afternoon Workshops G o et 1179 (night
Order of St. Ig-no’rius Reception plus local taxes/fees

Young Adult Dinner Group rate is valid 3 days
Taco Thursday Welcome Reception before and 3 days after

FRIDAY JUNE 27 Conference

Complimentary shuttle to &
Organization Meetings from San Francisco airport
Bible Bowl Self parking $15/Day
lce Cream Social & Teen Dance 10% discount at all hotel food
“Candyland” Theme outlets

SATURDAY JUNE 28

Young Adult Pilgrimage to Holy
Virgin Mary Russian Cathedral
Awards Brunch

Oratorical & Choir Festival
Middle Eastern Dinner and Dance
(Hafli)

SUNDAY JUNE 29

 Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

Visit our website for more information




CATHEDRAL PRAYER LIST

Please include in your daily prayers the
following—those struggling with acute
illness and those newly departed this life—
from our parishioners and those for whom
they have requested our prayers.

LIVING

Samira EI-Shammas, nursing home, 1/5

Leroy Simon, hospital, 12/21

Jason Perkins, home, 12/21

Marta Chala, hospital, 12/4

Georgette Malouf, home, 12/2

Nellie Haick, home, 12/2

Deborah and Steven, cousins of Kh.
Laurie Olson, 1/2

Elham Alloush, mother of Arij Watfa
Alchammas, 12/21

Maryanne Haddad, cousin of Dale
Nicola, 12/19

Ellie, mother of Kh. Laurie Olson, 12/13

Jeanette Dawn Reedy, mother of Dante
Solano, 12/10

Atef Iskander, cousin of Lucy Hanna,
12/10

Eunice Davis, ‘mum’ of Kh. Ruth, 12/5

All those suffering from illness,
violence and want in the Middle
East and Ukraine conflicts, in this
country and throughout the world

DEPARTED

Angele Wahhab, mother of Lamia
Qafaiti, 1/6

Mounir Salama, uncle of Eissa Shousha,
12/26

Jamileh Beghdan, mother of Nora
Hanna, 12/22

Victims of the Middle East and Ukraine

conflicts and of violence everywhere

ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL CALENDAR

December 2024

Sun. 1

Spanish Mission Liturgy, 7:45 am

¢ Fellowship and Bible Study in Spanish
Matins, 9:15 am

Divine Liturgy, 10:30 am

e Church School classes

e Coffee Hour

Mon. 2

Decorating for St. Nicholas and Christmas,
10:30 am

Tue. 3

St. Barbara Feastday Vespers and Dinner,
6:30 pm at St. Mark Church, Irvine

Wed. 4

Young Adult Bible Study, 7 pm

Thu. 5

Great Vespers, 7 pm

Fri. 6

Feast of St. Nicholas
Matins, 9:30 am
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 10:30 am

Sat. 7

FOCUS food and clothing distribution, 9 am
Great Vespers and Artoklasia, 6 pm

Sun. 8

Observance of the Feast of St. Nicholas
Matins, 9:15 am

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 10:30 am
¢ St. Nicholas Day Banquet

Tue. 10

Choir dinner and practice, 6:30 pm

Thu. 12

Eve of the Feast of St. Herman of Alaska
Divine Liturgy, 6:30 pm

Sat. 14

FOCUS food and clothing distribution, 9 am
Great Vespers and Confessions, 6 pm
Young Adult pre-Christmas gathering, 7 pm

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR and latest additions and updates at stnicholasla.org/parishcalendar



https://stnicholasla.org/parishcalendar

