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SUNDAY OF THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN
LEAVETAKING OF THE MEETING/PRESENTATION OF CHRIST

Jgd) (N gal) £ g L) J 52 2 £lag e Lty cenydll axi
osiSs dgddl S

MARTYR NIKEPHOROS OF ANTIOCH « HIEROMARTYR MARKELLOS, BISHOP OF SICILY
PANKRATIOS, BISHOP OF TAORMINA  PHILAGRIOS, BISHOP OF CYPRUS
INNOCENT, FIRST BISHOP OF IRKUTSK o SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY MOTHERS OF THE THREE
GREAT HIERARCHS: EMMELIA, NONA AND ANTHOUSA

HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY:
HIS GRACE, BISHOP ANTHONY, PRESIDING

In our Savior’s parable of the Pharisee and the Publican (Luke
18.10-14), Jesus uses a Pharisee, a leader of the synagogue who
was regarded in public opinion as virtuous, and a publican, a tax
collector who was regarded as oppressive, greedy and a sinner.
In their prayers to God, we discover the real hearts of these two
men. We thus learn of the harm that comes from pride and the
good that comes from humility.

The godly Church Fathers sought to alert and prepare us for the
upcoming period of the Great Fast. Therefore, on this Sunday
we are reminded that humility is the greatest weapon against
pride, as we imitate the humility of the publican, which is
necessary to ascend to the divine heights.

If you resemble the Pharisee, run far away from the Temple, for
inside is Christ, before Whom only the humble are acceptable.




LITURGY VARIATIONS

FIRST ANTIPHON (PSALM 44.1-2 LXX)

My heart hath poured forth a good word; |
speak of my works to the King.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, Savior, save us.

My tongue is the pen of a swiftly writing
scribe. Refrain
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Schedule of Regular Weekly Services

Sundays: Matins, 9:15 AM Confession:
Divine Liturgy, 10:30 AM
Saturdays: Great Vespers, 6:00 PM

See Calendar for Feast Days and Other Weekday Services Scheduled

Order for Holy Communion

Members of the Orthodox Church age seven and above
must prepare for Holy Communion with a recent
confession, prayer, fasting from all food and drink from
midnight (unless a medical condition preclude it), being
in church before the Epistle and Gospel readings, and
being at peace with everyone.
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TEACHERS THEN CHILDREN going to church school
should come down the center aisle first. (Small children
may need to be assisted by their parents.)

ALL OTHERS should wait until an usher dismisses your
row from the center aisle. Then return to your place by
a side aisle for the prayers of thanksgiving and the final
blessing and dismissal. Please let choir members pass
when they come down for Communion.

After Saturday Vespers

During Sunday Matins

Or by Appointment

Please turn cell phones off!

A Warm Welcome to Our Guests

We are glad you are worshipping with us. Please
note that participation in Holy Communion is
limited to members of the Orthodox Church in
good standing, who have prepared with prayer,
fasting and a recent confession.
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For all others: though we cannot share
Communion with you—since it is an expression
of membership and full unity in faith—you are
welcome to come forward after the dismissal,
receive a blessing and partake of the blessed
bread (from the large bowls). Please also sign
our guest book and introduce yourself to

Fr. Nabil or Fr. Andrew during coffee hour. You
may inquire with them how you can become a
member.




Grace hath been poured forth on thy lips.
Refrain

Wherefore God hath blessed thee forever.
Refrain

Glory..., now and ever.... Amen. Refrain
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SECOND ANTIPHON (PSALM 44.3-5 LXX)

Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O Mighty
One, in Thy comeliness and Thy beauty.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
borne in the arms of Simeon the Righteous,
who sing unto Thee: Alleluia.

Bend Thy bow and proceed prosperously.
Refrain

Thine arrows are sharp, O Mighty One.
Under Thee shall peoples fall. Refrain

A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of
Thy kingdom. Refrain

Glory..., now and ever.... O only-begotten
Son....
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THIRD ANTIPHON (PSALM 44.11, 13, 18 LXX;
APOLYTIKION OF THE FEAST AS REFRAIN; TONE 1)

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and
incline thine ear: forget also thine own
people, and thy father’s house.

Refrain: Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, who
art full of grace; for from thee did shine the
Sun of Justice, Christ Who is our God, a light
to those who dwell in darkness. Rejoice, and
be glad, O righteous old man, bearing in
thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who
grants to us resurrection.

Even the rich among the people shall entreat
thy favor. Refrain
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[ will makg thy name t_o be remembered in LI s o J}f«} w\ ;’ﬁu
all generations. Refrain ? A

ENTRANCE HYMN (PSALM 97.2 LXX; TONE 2)

Clergy: The Lord hath made known His 228 NI & alle dosls LA O 1S
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APOLYTIKIA AFTER THE ENTRANCE

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 8)
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compassionate One, and Thou didst submit , } ’/ ) - L
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deliver us from passion. Thou art our Life %

and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Troparion of the Presentation (Tone 1)
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Troparion of St. Raphael (Tone 3)
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of America. Intercede with Christ God for us 7
and for all who honor Thee.



Troparion of St. Nicholas (Tone 4)
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save our souls.

Kontakion of the Meeting of the Lord (Tone 1)
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THE HIERARCHICAL TRISAGION

People:
Refrain: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy iy ééj‘ fm:é ‘:5}2“ [}»3:\3 i &533 R
Immortal, have mercy on us. -
25

Then the bishop traces the cross over the gospel book with the dikirion, as he and the clergy sing:
Clergy: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.
Bishop: Holy God, the Father, Who is without beginning. Holy Mighty, the Son Coéternal. Holy

Immortal, the Spirit and Comforter Who proceeds from the Father and rests in the Son, O

Holy Trinity, Glory to Thee.
People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. &

The bishop traces the St. Andrew cross over the gospel book with the trikirion, as he and the clergy sing:

Clergy: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.

Bishop: In the Jordan was the Holy Trinity made manifest; for the most Divine Person of the Father
proclaimed: He that is baptized is my beloved Son, and the Spirit was present with his
Coéqual, for which cause the people bless and elevate Him throughout the ages.

People: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.



Then the two deacons exit the sanctuary through the holy doors and stand on the solea, before the holy
doors, facing east, as the choir and/or chanters chant the following:

People: Holy God.
Standing in the holy doors facing west and holding the trikirion and dikirion, the bishop says:
Bishop:

0 Lord, O Lord: Look down from heaven and  z, <jj s agasy ¢ Jils sl -0 3 Ll Ueo U
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which Thy right hand hath planted. Lemboly it aa e &
As the bishop blesses with trikirion and dikirion, the choir chants:

People: Eis polla eté despota. [Many years, Master!]

Holy Mighty.

Facing south and holding the trikirion and dikirion, the bishop says:

Bishop: Grant speedy and steadfast consolation unto Thy servants, O Jesus, when our spirit is cast down within
us. Depart not from our souls in affliction; be not far from our thoughts in time of trouble; but always
defend us.

Bishop: O Lord, O Lord....

Choir: Eis polla eté despota.
Holy Immortal.

Facing north and holding the trikirion and dikirion, the bishop says:

Bishop: Draw near unto us, draw near unto us, Thou who art omnipresent! As Thou art ever with Thine Apostles,
so also, O Bountiful One, unite Thyself unto those who long for Thee; that with one accord we may sing
praises unto Thee, and laud Thy most Holy Spirit.

Bishop: O Lord, O Lord....

People: Eis polla eté despota.
Have mercy on us.

The bishop and deacons return to the holy table. The bishop gives the trikirion and dikirion to the
deacons. The first deacon stands in the holy doors, facing west, and says:

Deacon: Dynamis! [With power!]

The deacon returns to his place at the holy table as the choir concludes the thrice-holy hymn:
People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.

The first deacon, standing in the holy doors, facing west, says:

Deacon: O Lord, save the faithful.

The first deacon returns to his place at the holy table, while the clergy chant:



Clergy: O Lord, save the faithful.

The second deacon, standing in the holy doors, facing west, says:

Deacon: O Lord, save the faithful.

The second deacon returns to his place at the holy table, while the choir chants:

People: O Lord, save the faithful.

Again, standing in the holy doors facing west, the first deacon says:

Deacon:

0 Lord, save those of true worship.

The first deacon returns to his place at the holy table, while the choir chants:

People:

0 Lord, save those of true worship.

Again, standing in the holy doors facing west, the second deacon says:

Deacon: And hear us.

The second deacon returns to his place at the holy table, while the clergy chant:

Clergy:  And hear us.

The bishop and deacons then proceed to the high place.

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS

Prokeimenon (Psalm
75.11, 1 LXX; Tone 8)
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Make your vows to the Lord our God, and
perform them.

Verse: God is known in Judah; His Name is
greatin Israel.
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2nd Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (3.10-
15; Pharisee and Publican/33rd Sunday)

TIMOTHY, MY SON, you have observed my
teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my
faith, my patience, my love, my steadfast-
ness, my persecutions, my sufferings, what
befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at
Lystra, what persecutions I endured; yet
from them all, the Lord rescued me.

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil
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men and impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for
you, continue in what you have learned and
have firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it and how from childhood you
have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to instruct you for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (18.10-
14; Pharisee and Publican/16t" Sunday)

THE LORD SPOKE THIS PARABLE: “Two men
went up into the Temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a
week; [ give tithes of all that [ get” But the
tax collector, standing far off, would not
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a
sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his
house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but he who humbles himself will
be exalted.”
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HOLY OBLATIONS AND PRAYER REQUESTS

Offered by For the Health of In Memory of
Robert, Fr. Andrew, Ruth, Their children and grandchildren Nicholas, Robert, James, Adrianne Andrews
John, Daniel and Mary Christian, Christopher, Samuel and Matthew (wife/mother/
Andrews, Christina and grandmother, 1-year
Jonesy Worrall memorial)

Nabeel Hanna , Nael Their families
Hanna, Isaac and Naela
Kusto, Nabeela and

Nisreen Hanna

Nimer Hanna (father, 1-
year memorial)




Offered by

For the Health of

In Memory of

Marie Bitar and her
children, Sami and family,
Rita and Elie, Samia and
family and Siham and
family

George Bitar (husband/
father, 40-day memorial)

George and Suhad
Shalhoub and May
Shalhoub

Their children, Rana, Jamil and Justin Shalhoub, and
Monica Khamis, and their siblings, Lea Simaan, Nadera
Kevorkian, Fatima Hazzan and Yasmin Awwad and their
families

Evelyn Shalhoub
(mother, 40-day
memorial) and Jamil
Shalhoub (father)

Ronald and Rose Samore

Their children and grandchildren, Dn. Peter, Nora and the
child she’s carrying, Xenia, Dn. Michael, Valerie,
Georgina, Gabriel, Ronnie, Melissa, Autumn, Carter,
Tyler and Christina, and goddaughter Emelia Taylor
DeGuzman (newly received into the Church)

George, Mariam, Mark,
Antonio and Hend Bshara

Ehab, Rania, Sami,
Selena and Anthony
Dahabreh

Hala Tadros (Rania’s mother)

Hani Tadros (Rania’s
father) and Nawal
Hawatmeh Dahabreh
(Ehab’s mother)

To offer Holy Oblations and Memorials please use the form at
https://stnicholasla.com/makeaprayerrequest or call the Cathedral office by Wednesday.

HYMN DURING THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE

[ will love Thee, O Lord, my Strength: the

Lord is my firm Foundation, my Refuge and

my Deliverer.
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MEGALYNARION (INSTEAD OF “IT IS TRULY MEET...”; TONE 3)

O Theotokos, thou hope of all Christians; keep

and shelter and preserve them that set their

hope in thee.

In the shadow and letter of the Law, let us
the faithful contemplate a prefiguring: Every
male child that openeth the womb is holy

unto God. Therefore, do we magnify the
first-born Word, the Son of the Father Who
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https://stnicholasla.com/makeaprayerrequest
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COMMUNION HYMN (PSALM 115.4-7 LXX; TONE 8)

Refrain: [ will take the cup of salvation, and | ST T 2l U S LS ds U
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presence of all His people.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death suLw! Sy A EEQ }J.o
of His saints. /

0 Lord, I am Thy servant; [ am Thy servant cls cJM\ 2 e 6 ke d‘:} RN
and the son of Thy handmaid. Thou hast N "
broken my bonds asunder. 25
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER THE LITURGY

Following the dismissal and announcements, come forward for a blessing, then
exit via the south (right side/chapel area) doors, and join us in the Heritage
Ballroom for refreshments. Coffee hour is hosted today by:

e The Andrews Family (1-year memorial for Adrianne Andrews)
o The Hanna family (1-year memorial for Nimer Hanna)
e The Shalhoub family (40-day memorial for Evelyn Shalhoub)
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Upcoming Coffee Hour Schedule

Feb.16 John Nahas family Mar.9 OPEN
Feb. 23 Lunch and General Assembly Mar. 16 OPEN
Mar.2  Nina and Alberto Fayad Mar. 23 OPEN

Please consider sponsoring a Coffee Hour after Liturgy. Contact the Cathedral office or
Joujou George at (562) 522-1322 or ginageorge@verizon.net to host a Sunday.
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THANKS AND BLESSINGS ON ALL WHO HAVE
MADE THEIR STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENTS FOR 2025

“With every gift show a cheerful face,
and dedicate your tithe with gladness.”
(Sirach 35.9)

(Y0, Elw) 38 GUME 7 G5 (w389

e [fyou haven’t done so yet, we ask you to consider
prayerfully your stewardship commitment for this year.
Please place your pledge card in the collection basket, in the
offering box at the candle stand, or return it by

®

mail.

e You will find extra pledge cards in the narthex.
(They look like the facsimile at right.) You can
even enter your pledge as a recurring donation
online yourself at stnicholasla.org/contributions = = =

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL CATHEDRAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Our annual general assembly will be held on Sunday, February 23, 2025, immediately after the
Liturgy and lunch.

Reports from the organizations and financial reports are being compiled in a packet and will be
made available via a download link to be emailed in advance of the meeting. A few paper copies
will also be printed and made available for those who desire them. (If you are an organization
head or treasurer, please submit your report to the Cathedral office by February 2.)

If would like to nominate someone, or you are possibly interested in serving God through the
Cathedral Council yourself, please contact Lamia Qafaiti (323-597-7332), qafaiti@yahoo.com,
chairman of our nominations committee, by February 9.

Voting members at the Annual Meeting are comprised of all adult members of the Orthodox
Church, who are in good spiritual standing at St. Nicholas Cathedral and whose pledges and
contributions are current through 2024. Note that “nominations from the floor” means that
voting members can make nominations, but they must still go through the committee, prior to
the meeting to confirm they meet basic eligibility requirements: candidates must be in good
spiritual standing, have made and fulfilled their stewardship pledge, be at least 18 years of age
and members of the Cathedral for at least one year. Candidates must have accepted nomination
and signed the Archdiocese standard affirmation form.



https://stnicholasla.org/contributions

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28: PIZZA AND
MOVIE NIGHT AT THE CATHEDRAL

That’s Friday of Cheesefare week, so let’s have some cheese
pizza, cheesecake, etc., together!

6:30 pm Friday, Feb. 28: Pizza and Movie
“ e The Ladies will provide pizza and popcorn
¢ Bring salads, side dishes, desserts or drinks
So that we can plan properly and make sure we have E o] E
enough pizza, please let us know you're coming. Scan .

this QR code to reply online, or call Rose Samore at
(818) 378-2055. There’s NO charge.

The movie will be Man of God about E
w,iy 4% St Nektarios, the great Saint of the 20t century.

] This is the movie that was a big hit
in theatres just three years ago.

The bus trip to the St. Nectarios Shrine in
Covina is now scheduled for Saturday, March 15. Contact
Diana Kronfli at diana.kronfli@dilbeck.com or (818) 468-
3733 to sign up. Seeing the movie (or seeing it again) will be
good preparation. We depart St. Nicholas at 10 am. Cost is
$20, including lunch.

Organized by the Ladies’ Society for men, women and the
whole family.

JOURNEY TO PASCHA

Aside from preparation for Communion, there is no fasting or abstinence from meats
and dairy products during this week, in commemoration of the Pharisee and
Publican.

The gospel lesson of the Pharisee and the Publican also announces that we’re preparing for
Lent. Let’s start planning NOW to observe the “bright sadness” of the Lenten season. This
includes dedicating time for Lenten services (including Wednesday and Friday evenings, at
least, in addition to Sundays, and for Holy Week), scheduling confession and obtaining fasting
foods.

The last day we eat meat will be February 23. Then we begin the Great Fast proper by
eliminating cheese (i.e., dairy products) and fish after Forgiveness Vespers on March 2.

Lent Starts: Night of March 2 « Palm Sunday: April 13 « Pascha: April 20
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WORSHIP: MEANING TO THE RHYTHMS OF OUR LIFE
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The St. Nicholas Young Adult Bible
Study continues every other Monday.
We continue our series on

understanding the Liturgy tomorrow. ()‘)’) d{)})

R

The February 10 session will be
both in person (Cathedral conference
room) and online at 7 pm. To join
online, find the link in our Young
Adult GroupMe chat, or ask Fr. Nabil,
and he’ll text or email it to you.

We will explore:

Feb. 10: The Eucharist
Feb. 24: The Liturgy of Time
Mar. 10: Sharing the Light

GOD BLESS YOUR HOME AND BLESS YOU!

After the Twelve Days of Christmas, we celebrate the Feast of
Epiphany, which includes taking the blessed water to the
homes of all our parishioners.

Kindly return the coupon below to request your house
blessing. Fr. Nabil will take all the requests and group them
geographically and assign them to one of his assistants or to
himself. We will let you know in advance when a priest will be
coming. (We would like to do our best to see as many as
possible before Lent, which will start March 3).

House Blessing Scheduling Form

Name Telephone

Address Email

Check ALL Possible Days: QSun OMon OTue OQWed QThu UOFri U Sat
Check ALL Possible Times: U Mornings U4 Afternoons U Evenings

U Do not schedule me for a house blessing at this time. | will call Father when I'm ready.

Please place in tray in church, or mail back as soon as possible.
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CATHEDRAL PRAYER LIST

Please include in your daily prayers the
following—those struggling with acute illness
and those newly departed this life—from our
parishioners and those for whom they have
requested our prayers.

LIVING

Fr. Joseph Abud, friend of Fr. Nabil and Kh.
Elaine, 3/4

Dorothy Nicholas, undergoing tests, 3/14

Leroy Simon, hospital, 3/11

Gabriel Matta, hospital, 3/8

Rosario Elias, hospital, 2/24

Marta Chala, rehab., 2/22

Georgette Malouf, home, 2/20

Rose Kakish, home, 2/17

Samira EI-Shammas, hospital, 2/14

Lyman Parrigin, hospital, 2/13

Dominique Saliano, home, 2/12

Hala Tadros, Rania Dahabreh’s mother, 3/11

Elham Alloush, Arij Alchammas’ mother, 3/11

Maryanne Haddad, cousin of Dale Nicola, 3/9

Lisa Granillo, neice of Nancy Malouf, 3/8

Colin Gantus, John and JoAnn’s grandson, 3/3

Jeanette Dawn Reedy, mother of Dante
Solano, 2/28

Atef Iskander, cousin of Lucy Hanna, 2/28

Johanna Olson, Fr. Paul’s stepmother, 2/12

All those displaced by the fires in our area,
frontline workers, community leaders
and all who are providing aid

All those suffering from illness, violence and
want in the Middle East, Ukraine and
throughout the world

DEPARTED
Archbishop Anastasios, Primate of the
Church of Albania, 3/8
Mona Abu Zeid Hajarian, mother of Lina
Kassir, 3/8
Georgiann Jacobson, cousin of Kh. Elaine, 3/2
Beyhan Vartanyan, aunt of Ferah Dauzat,
2/13
Hany Youhanna, cousin of Lucy Hanna, 2/13

ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL CALENDAR

February 2025
Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican
Spanish Mission Liturgy, 7:45 am
e Fellowship and Bible Study in Spanish
Sun. 9 Matins, 9:15 am
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 10:30 am
e Church School
e Coffee Hour
Mon. 10 | Young Adult Bible Study, 7 pm
Tue. 11 Choir dinner and practice, 6:30 pm
Wed. 12 | Bereavement Group online meeting, 7 pm
Fri. 14— | Diocese Winter Camp at Camp
Mon. 17 St. Nicholas
Sat. 15 Great Vespers and Confessions, 6 pm
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Spanish Mission Liturgy, 7:45 am
¢ Fellowship and Bible Study in Spanish
Sun.16 | Matins, 9:15 am
Divine Liturgy, 10:30 am
e Church School
o Coffee Hour
Mon. 17 | cathedral Council, 7 pm
Wed. 19 | Bereavement Group online meeting, 7 pm
FOCUS food and clothing distribution, 9 am
Sat. 22 Great Vespers and Confessions, 6 pm
¢ Young Adult “Meat Farewell” Dinner,
Eden Garden Restaurant

Nun Miriam Mark, cousin of Elie Constantine, 2/9

Victims of the fires in our area

Victims of the Middle East and Ukraine conflicts and of violence everywhere

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR and latest additions and updates at stnicholasla.org/parishcalendar



https://stnicholasla.org/parishcalendar

